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The Government of Azerbaijan and UNDP open a vocational training center in Baku
Baku, 11 May 2007 – The Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of the Population of the Republic of Azerbaijan (MLSPP) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will be opening today a new regional vocational training center in Baku region to provide vocational and skill training for the job seekers and unemployed. 

The Center established within the joint project of the Ministry and UNDP on ‘Development of Social Protection System and implementation of the selected activities of the National Employment Strategy’ is located in Darnagul district of Baku. It has been renovated and equipped with necessary furniture, training facilities and materials, machines and spare parts for practical demonstration of skills for specific specialties. 
Training materials have been developed within the project for such specialties as turning, carpentry, welding, dressmaking, etc. The training programmes designed by the experts of MLSPP according to International Labor Organization standards were approved by the Ministry of Education. Trainers of the Centre have been trained by ILO. The Centre will also offer computer and English language courses. 
The Centre will provide advice and training to the job-seekers and unemployed registered in the Employment Offices of MLSPP. The Head Employment Office of MLSPP has developed bilateral agreements with some factories and companies to create job opportunities for trainees as well as to provide qualification and on-the-job training to the employees upon request from the companies. The Centre will train applicants from Baku, Sumgayit and Absheron and other regions close to Baku.
UNDP has been working with MLSPP in developing the social protection system in Azerbaijan and formulation of employment programmes since 2002. The most significant achievement of the project was the development of the National Employment Strategy (NES) which reflects the Government’s employment policy for 2006-2015.  In 2005, the NES was approved by President of Azerbaijan H.E. Mr. Ilham Aliyev. One of the priorities of the NES is development of the labour market including improvement of education policy that would meet the requirements of the labour market. NES recommends investment in human capital by using oil revenues, improvement of the capacity of technical and vocational training education, training of the people taking into account the economic needs and priorities of the country and stimulation of the development of small businesses and self-employment.
A similar vocational training center will be opened within the project in Goychay. 

For more information:

Ms. Gulshan Rzayeva
Senior Development Adviser
498 98 88 (ext.110)
UNDP is the UN's global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.
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