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PR/2007/002
Baku, 19 February 2007
INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY OBSERVANCE IN AZERBAIJAN

International Mother Language Day, proclaimed by UNESCO's General Conference in November 1999, will be celebrated for the first time in Azerbaijan on Wednesday, 21 February 2007. On the occasion the United Nations Department of Public Information, UNESCO and the Baku Ataturk Centre invite you to a roundtable discussion to highlight the value of language as both a means of communication and as an expression of culture and identity. 

Favouring the promotion of linguistic diversity and aiming to raise awareness among all peoples regarding the value of language, representatives of the Azerbaijani Parliament, the Ministry of Education as well as the Ministry of Culture, civil society representatives, linguists and other prominent personalities representing Azerbaijani academic circles, will take part in the dialogue. 

The theme of International Mother Language Day in 2007 is the linkages between mother tongues and multilingualism. Languages play an important role in the integration process in all aspects of public life, especially education. However, thousands of the world's 6,000 languages are absent from the public arena and fifty per cent are in danger of disappearing altogether.
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Note to editors: If you are intending to send your correspondent please submit her/his name in advance and remind them to bring along their press card.
WHEN: 
21 February 2007, 1100 – 1300 hours

WHERE: 
ATATURK CENTRE, Tarlan Aliyarbeyov St.5, Baku

For further information please contact Ms. Gulshan Pashayeva, Public Information Assistant, United Nations Department of Public Information.

Phone: (012) 498 9888 ext 119 or 289

Email: gulshan.pashayeva@un-az.org[image: image3.png]






