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The Government of Azerbaijan and UNDP expand 
cooperation in the field of tourism development

Baku, 30 March 2007 - The Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) are further strengthening their partnership to reduce poverty by supporting the development of tourism which contributes to social and economic development. On 2 April 2007, UNDP and the Ministry will launch a second phase of a project aimed at boosting domestic tourism development.
This two-year project aims to provide institutional support to a newly established Azerbaijan Tourism Institute (ATI) in enhancing tourism education, to facilitate effective functioning of the regional Tourist Information Centres (TIC) opened within the first phase of the joint project (Baku, Shamahi, Xacmaz and Sheki) and to establish new  TICs in Ganja, Naxichevan, Lenkoran and Guba. 

As a result of this project, the Ministry will be better able to: i) raise academic standards of national tourism education system to meet the international requirements, ii) enhance tourism services, and iii) facilitate the employment opportunities. The project budget of US $ 814,000 is co-financed by the Government of Azerbaijan and UNDP. 
The project document will be signed by Mr. Abulfas Garayev, Minister of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and Mr. Bruno Pouezat, UNDP Resident Representative in Azerbaijan.

For more information:

Mr. Faik Gurbatov

National Project Director
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UNDP is the UN's global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.

http://www.un-az.org/undp

